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ZEUGOPHORA KUNZE, 1818 (INSECTA, COLEOPTERA): 
PROPOSED CONSERVATION UNDER THE PLENARY POWERS. 

Z.N.(S.)2405 

By Hans Silfverberg (Zoological Museum, University of Helsingfors, 
Helsingfors, Finland) 


In this application it is proposed that the generally used generic 
name Zeugophora Kunze, 1818, in the family CHRYSOMELIDAE, be 
preserved by the suppression of its unused senior synonym Auchenia 
Thunberg, 1792. 

2. The genus Auchenia was introduced by Thunberg (1792, pp. 
95 and 116), who named three species as being members of it: Auchenia 
duodecimpunctata (Chrysomela 12-punctata Linnaeus, 1758, p. 376) on 
p. 95; Auchenia subspinosa (Crioceris subspinosa Fabricius, 1781, 
p. 155) and Auchenia melanopa (Chrysomela melanopus Linnaeus, 
1758, p. 376), both on p. 116. In subsequent years some zoologists used 
the name Auchenia, but most did not. 

3. Latreille (1829) gave a diagnosis of Auchenia, mentioning only 
the species Crioceris subspinosa F., but he did not call it the type, so 
this mention cannot be considered to be a type designation, Westwood 
(1838) named Chrysomela quadrimaculata Linnaeus, 1758, p. 376 as 
the type species of Auchenia and Hope (1840) did so as well. As C. 
quadrimaculata was not one of the species originally included in 
Auchenia by Thunberg (1792) both Westwood’s and Hope’s desig¬ 
nations were invalid under Article 69(a) of the Code. Duponchel 
& Chevrolat (in d’Orbigny, 1842) mentioned Crioceris subspinosa 
Fabricius, 1781 as the type species, and this is the valid designation. 

4. The genus Zeugophora was described by Kunze (1818, p. 71) 
with two species included, Z. subspinosa and Z. flavicollis (Auchenia 
flavicollis Marsham, 1802, p. 217). Westwood (1838) designated Crio¬ 
ceris subspinosa Fabricius, 1781 as type species of this genus. 

5. Auchenia and Zeugophora are objective synonyms and 
according to the Law of Priority Auchenia should take precedence. 
However Auchenia has not been used as a valid generic name for more 
than a century, whilst Zeugophora has been in universal use, e.g. 
by Crowson (1946), Lindroth (1960), Arnett (1962), Gressitt & 
Kimoto (1963), Medvedev & Shapiro (1965), Mohr (1966), lablokoff- 
Khnzorian (1966), Berti & Rapilly (1973), Lopatin (1977) and Pope 
(1977). Furthermore Zeugophora is the base for the subfamily name 
ZEUGOPHORINAE. Replacing Zeugophora with Auchenia would 
definitely not be in the best interests of stability of the nomenclature. 
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6. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature 
is therefore requested: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress the generic name 
Auchenia Thunberg, 1792, for the purposes of the Law of 
Priority but not for those of the Law of Homonymy; 

(2) to place the generic name Zeugophora Kunze, 1818 
(gender: feminine), type species, by subsequent designation, 
Crioceris subspinosa Fabricius, 1781, on the Official List of 
Generic Names in Zoology; 

(3) to place the specific name subspinosa Fabricius, 1781, as 
published in the binomen Crioceris subspinosa (specific 
name of the type species of Zeugophora Kunze, 1818) on 
the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology; 

(4) to place the generic name Auchenia Thunberg, 1792, as 
suppressed under the plenary powers in (1) above on the 
Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in 
Zoology. 
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